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4th July Sausage and Cider Festival - Isle of Wight Steam Railway, Havenstreet

3rd - 5th July - Highdown Beer Festival - 20 Real Ales

11th July - IW CAMRA Pub and Beer of the Year Awards Ale House Cowes 3pm
17th - 26th July - Ventnor Fringe - tickets now available - see https://vfringe.co.uk/
18th July Real Ale Train - Isle of Wight Steam Railway, Havenstreet

Ist - 2nd August - Chale Show - Chale Recreation Ground

8th August - Dainty and Hobbit’s Beer Festival - Newclose Cricket Club 11am - 8pm
29th August St Helens Mini Beer Festival The Pavilion, St Helen’s Green

14th - 17th September - Dainty’s Bar Wolverton Garden Show

10th - 11th October WightRider - Ryde Bus and Coach Museum

Although we make every effort to make sure these dates and events are correct,
there may be last minute changes and cancellations so please check first.

Please let me know if you would like to publicise an event in the magazine and/or the
website. Just send an email to: editor@wightwash.org.uk It's FREE!!

"SPORTSMAN'S

REST

Iraditional country pub serving 2ood food & local Ales.
Large garden, outdoor play area. dogs welcome!

Located directly along the
MAIN ROAD, PORCHFIELD PO30 4LP coastal path, making us the perfect

stop!
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Birds and Beer, Ale and the Law,
The views expressed in Wightwash are not necessarily those of the Island Characters New Faces
editor or CAMRA (the Campaign for Real Ale) either nationally or locally. !
Wightwash can be contacted by phone 721557 or email editor@wightwash.org.uk @@@] WDTU]QD[@@ WDTU]QD[@ E@D@[ﬁ@ooo

Wightwash Website www.wightwash.org.uk (CCAMRA ]
All content © Isle of Wight branch of CAMRA Wightwash

The Campaign for Real Ale exists to preserve and promote good beer and pubs. website



mailto:editor@wightwash.org.uk
https://wightwash.org.uk/?target_blank
mailto:editor@wightwash.org.uk
https://www.sportsmansrestiow.uk/
https://www.sportsmansrestiow.uk/?target=%22_blank%22
https://vfringe.co.uk/
https://wightwash.org.uk/

Do good pubs and beer matter to you?

In CAMRA, there’s something for everyone—whether you're
campaigning for the future of pubs or simply enjoy meeting friends
in a proper local with character.

Joining CAMRA means standing up for real ale, real choice, andreal
community. You'll support independent brewers, protect heritage pubs,
and help ensure future generations enjoy traditional pubs and well-kept ale.
# Discounts at festivals and pubs
+ Subscriptions to Beer magazine and Wightwash

(Wightuwash

Prize Quiz lueTli i)

+ Exclusive tastings, events, and brewery tours

Come and join us:

ttps://camra.org. uk/membershlp

The Duke of York Inn

Mlll Hill Rd Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO31 7BT

5% off Per Pint of Real Ale/ Cider for
Card Carrying CAMRA Members.
Upto 4 Cask Marque Accredited

Real Ales & 1 Real Cider.

Local and National Breweries.
Good Beer Guide 3 Years in a Row.
Open Mic Every Thursday Night.
Dog Friendly.

CASK b o
mAaRQUE) L@CAle
AaNSw LR

Follow Us on Facebook and the Real Ale Finder App
01983 295171 | www.dukeofyorkcowes.co.uk
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ON TAP NEAR YOU

Win a £20 Meal Voucher for the Wight Mouse Inn
or a case of Yates’ Ales

Just answer these easy questions. The first two correct answers out of the hat on
15th August win the prizes.
Send answers to - The Editor, Wightwash, Oakdene, Rookley, Ventnor, PO38 3NH
or email - editor@wightwash.org.uk

1/ How many time zones are there in Russia?

2/ In which musical does Nicely Nicely Johnson appear?

3/ From which country did the USA purchase Florida in 1821?

4/ Who holds the record for running the fastest London marathon in under 2 hours?
5/ What does beer contain which ale traditionally did not?

6/ Who wrote Tom Sawyer?

7/ Which Isle of Wight brewery brewed Battleship Brown Ale?

8/ Who was US Vice President in June 1972 when the Watergate Scandal broke?
9/ and 10/ Identify these famous composers.

~__ The
WIGHT. C'

fight Mouse Inn

“OUSE A thewightmouseinn
INN ,
The Wight Mouse Inn is a friendly, fun, family run pub in Chale on the south
coast of the island with amazing views across to the Needles and Tennyson
Down. We are well known for value for money, honest pub food and can
cater for party’s large and small; choose any occasion from popping in fora
quick bite to family celebrations. We are open for breakfast (open to
non-residents) then full menu from midday and always have a daily

Answers to the Winter Quiz
1/ Peregrine Falcon

2/ NOI’W?‘Y specials board to complement our extensive menu.
3/ Cherries )
4/ Annie Z..? Excellent Pub Food 23] stay: En-suite Bedrooms
2; é}90913 ive Music Large Garden & Car Park
7/ Diamond (]I Breakfast Served 8301030 T Outdoor Play Area
8/ Betty Boothroyd o o
0od Served 12:00-21:00 &’ Dogs Welcome
9/ Edvard Munch ‘ :

10/ Johannes Vermeer

Reservations, Party & Group Bookings 0]983 730 43]

info@wightmouse.com

Sue Abbot wins a meal voucher and
Simon Wheeler wins a case of Yates
beer.

)

Thank you to all the others who took
part - better luck next time


https://www.facebook.com/castleinn.sandown/?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/DukeofYorkCowes/?locale=en_GB
https://camra.org.uk/membership/
mailto:editor@wightwash.org.uk
https://wightmouse.co.uk/
https://wightmouse.co.uk/
mailto:info@wightmouse.com
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To the best of our knowledge, these pubs either offer discount to card
holding CAMRA members or accept CAMRA vouchers

Any more information is very welcome. editor@wightwash.org.uk

) The Vine St. The Folly Inn Whippingham
T o ey \ Sale Al 40 Helens
Ao s | R e The Duke of York Cowes The Volunteer Ventnor
The Star Ale House Ryde The Crab Shanklin
The High Park Tavern Ryde Merrie Gardens Lake
S. Fowler & Co. Ryde The Anchor Cowes
Man in the Moon Newport The Fountain Cowes

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD WHOLESALERS rlotelRyde Castl yde  Harry's Bar Ryde

The Solent Inn Ryde King Harry’s Bar Shanklin
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Clarification Regarding Sand Rock Smoked

Page Fm@

We got it wrong (again!)

Ale P :MH.R“
I thought I ought to bring page 13 in Mﬁ: %«;
the winter issue to your attention, 1 =
referring to the article by John Y
Nicholson, who mistakenly stated that -f;lﬁ

Sand Rock Smoked Ale was brewed by e

Yatesy. S )

In fact, it was brewed regularly by e
Xavier at Ventnor Brewery. Xavier’s
recipe for the Sand Rock Smoked Ale (5.6%) was made
using peated malt. It won an award from the Beer
Writers’ Guild and was served with the cheese and
biscuits course at their annual dinner in the Guildhall,
London, hosted by George Bateman (Batemans Brewery) and
John Young (Young’s Brewery).

Sand Rock beer was an excellent accompaniment to cheese.
As Xavier’s mother, I simply wanted to set the record

straight. Thanks Donna!

*ISLE OF WIGHT:

BUS & COACH

MUSEUM

The Bus Museum at Ryde is open every Sunday, Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday, 10am-4pm throughout the Summer.
Admission is FREE

The Bus Depot
Park Road,
Ryde,

PO33 2BE
Tel: 01983 567796

www.iwbusmuseum.org.uk

(Wightwash Beer and Birds  PageThity Three )

some of his home brews,
one of which
incorporated cherries
into the brewing process.
For cider drinkers, Henry
Westons Organic Cider
was also available.

All'in all, it was a splendid
event for everyone who
attended, thanks to
Simon and Emma’s
superb hospitality and Dave's
passionate love for ornithology,

which complemented each other |Ypdate: .
perfectly. The event raised £110 for the Roy Dennis

Foundation, helping their work returning
native birds to the wild.

THE RED LION

FRESHWATER
PO40 9BP

Paul Steldon

b
\

.
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https://www.iwbusmuseum.org.uk/
http://www.dukeofyorkcowes.co.uk/
https://www.redlion-freshwater.co.uk/

Beer and Birds

" e included, Simon specifically for the event:

‘ - such as 1. Peachcock Pale - a fruity
. Goddards peach IPA at 5.5% ABV, with peach
. Duck's Folly  purée added during the later
and Purity  stages of fermentation, akin to an
Mad Goose  East Coast USA pale ale
from the 2. Bitter (n) ESB - 5.3% ABV
Purity 3. Brent Porter — 5.0% ABVY, a
Brewery in  fy||-bodied porter with dark malts
Warwickshire, 4 Golden Charm - 4.8% ABV, a
along with spring beer brewed with Riwaka
more hops
obscure Also available from the cool box

references  \yere various and unusual Harvey's
such as "Tactical Nuclear Penguin”  pottled beers alongside some
under a chapter relating to Fuller's specialities. Brian Jacobs,
flightless birds. another Crafty Crew member and
the much-loved Isle of Wight
CAMRA Treasurer, contributed

At the Pirate Bar, four superb
special beers were brewed by

The Chine Inn
Shanklin

Where History Meets the Horizon

Me[aow\e {'o one of q/\qv\klir\’s olc()esf qr\c() vv\oSJ( c\AeYiS\/\ec() \pl,dgs.
Cov»«e qr\c(’ evDO\Z) J(\/\e Yest’ovec() ”J(\/\’cemfwnz) q{'w\osp\/\ere \MH/\
@00‘{) covv\pqv\\:y geqf c()v'u\ks qr\c{) a Wwayw, ir\ViJ(ing_ Sehtmg

Real Ale DOg—Friendly Live Music (every Friday/Saturday & Sunday)

thechineinn.co.uk ﬁ

Tel: 01983 685141 Email: info@chineinn.co.uk Address: 1 Chine Hill, Shanklin, PO37 6BW
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Goddards & Powder Monkey

My quarterly chat with Bob
Simpson began later than
expected, as Bob was busy
unloading six large vats of beer by
forklift — enough to fill around
25,000 bottles. The delivery was
Powder Monkey's recreation of
Brickwoods Sunshine Ale, once a
familiar sight across the Solent
before the
Portsmouth
brewery was
absorbed into
the Whitbread
empire.
Goddards now
have the task of
bottling it for a
major national
supermarket chain.

This forms part of Powder
Monkey's wider programme of
heritage revivals, which also
includes Pompey Royal (4.3%
ABV) and beers from their
recently acquired Castle Eden and
Maxim breweries in the North
East. Castle Eden is approaching
its 200th anniversary, to be
marked with a special
commemorative brew titled “200".
Pompey Royal will also be
available in bottles shortly.

Goddards’ own seasonal ale,
South Island (4.2% ABV), has

been performing strongly. Now
available in cask, it has proved
popular enough at Goddards Bar
& Kitchen that it may temporarily
replace Inspiration (5% ABV) for
the summer. The bar is getting
through about a cask a week, with
keg sales remaining steady. With
brewing and distribution running
at pace, Goddards have brought
in brewers from

Gosport to help 2 0 N
keepup,and  ~—ISLAND
even Bob has i i

been out on o

delivery runs to
the mainland.

BREWED IN
HE BAY

May was a

particularly active month at the
Bar & Kitchen. It began on 2 May
with the inaugural Folk and Ale
Festival, featuring Moonshine
Border Morris, Mr Baker’'s Dozen
and the East Cowes Sea Shanty
group. The following weekend


https://thechineinn.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/albionpalace.co.uk/
mailto:info@thebirdhambembridge.co.uk
https://bargemansrest.com/
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saw Rydabus, bringing an
impressive collection of vintage
buses to the site, with many visitors
combining their trips with brewery
tours and special food and drink
offers.

The Bank Holiday weekend was
the busiest of all. The Vintage
Tractor and Steam Weekend
showcased vintage tractors,
stationary engines, lorries, steam
traction engines and a vintage
bus from the Isle of Wight Bus
and Coach Museum, along with a
visit from the well-known Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang car. With large
crowds throughout, four staff were
needed behind the bar to keep up.

_)7’\
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THE SOLENT INN S

Est, 1749
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13 June marks the brewery’s
33rd birthday, and on 21 May, lan
Mout celebrated an impressive 25
years with Goddards — making
him their longest-serving team
member. This follows Nigel
Eldridge’s 21-year anniversary last
month. Congratulations to both!

Tan Nigel
Tim Marstiall

Goddards Brewery BLO

2m-jnoa
Plecie ash @ the bar
/aamoaecﬂefaih
ORDER NOW!
\;\\ 01983 564265

solentinn.co.uk | 7 Monkton Street, Ryde, PO3 1JW

Canada Geese, Coots and
Moorhens were present on the
river, a Grey Heron flew overhead,
and Common Whitethroats were
both heard and seen in the
hedgerows.

The return route along the
woodland edge provided close

White Tailed Eagle

views of Blackcaps and Chiffchaffs
in full song, along with Chaffinch,
Great Tit and Blue Tit. There were
also many butterflies on the wing,
including Orange Tip,
Green-veined White, Peacock and
Speckled Wood, as well as Large
Red Damselflies and glimpses of
Emperor Dragonflies.

On arrival back at the Pirate Bar,
Dave gave a laptop presentation
consisting of a short talk of
around forty minutes on local
birdlife, followed by a social
gathering which included
bird-themed beer tasting. The
presentation charted Dave's
interests and career in

ornithology, which began in 2017
and eventually culminated in his
current business, Natural Links,
connecting people with wildlife
and the natural world.

Dave is also in the process of
compiling a book focusing on the
connection between birds and
beer. This explores pub signage,

Grey Heron

beer names, local history where
appropriate, and breweries
themselves that use bird names
and imagery. Planned chapters
include wading birds such as
Oystercatcher under the heading
“Wading Inn”, and “Tales from the
Riverbank”, featuring birds such as
Kingfisher and Sea Hawk, the
latter being an old name for
Osprey. Other chapters
incorporate Magpies (Dave being
a supporter of Newcastle United),
leading into breweries such as the
Magpie Brewery of
Nottinghamshire, established in
2006, and beers including Magpie
Jay IPA (5.2% ABV) and Thieving
Rogue. Many other examples are


https://www.wightknucklebrewery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/solentryde/?locale=en_GB
https://solentinn.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/StarCoffeeAle/mentions/
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Birds and Beer in Brading

On Saturday, 25 April 2026,
a Bird Watching and Beer [
event took place in Brading, [
combining ornithology with §
craft brewing in an
enjoyable and sociable
afternoon. The bird walk
was led by Dave Fairlamb of
Natural Links fame, with
beer kindly provided alongside
generous hospitality at the "Pirate
Bar” (also known as Simon Dixey's
garden and home of a Crafty Crew
member) in Brading.

The meeting point for the walk
was Brading Railway Station car
park at 14:00. The route followed a
roughly circular path taking in
Fatting Marsh, the Old Sea Wall,
and the western end of Brading
Marshes, before returning to the
Pirate Bar at approximately 15:30.

For those who wished, an
alternative start was available at
the Wheatsheaf in Brading, which
is under new management and
was offering three beers for St
George's Day. As the Pirate Bar
opened from 13:00, a few
participants chose to enjoy an
hour or so at the Wheatsheaf
instead of joining the walk, before
making their way directly to the
Pirate Bar.

The walk itself attracted around
fifteen Isle of Wight CAMRA
members, all of whom thoroughly
enjoyed the ornithology, which
was expertly presented by Dave
Fairlamb as he led the group
around the route. Starting from
Brading Railway Station and
heading towards Fatting Marsh,
the group walked along the edge
of the Eastern River Yar and were
treated to the songs of Reed
Warbler, Sedge Warbler and
Cetti's Warbler in the reedbeds
and scrub, with Skylarks singing
overhead.

From the Old Sea Wall, the group
looked east across Brading
Marshes and were delighted to
see both resident adult
White-tailed Eagles in flight before
they landed to perch in a tree.
Marsh Harriers were seen hunting
over the marsh, while Buzzards
soared high above. Egyptian and

DDARO

BREWERY

GY

\SLE of WIGHT
BORN and BRE
- @ -
Bar & Kitchen
Wow. open to all!
For upcoming events at Goddards Bar and Kitchen,

- @ -
visit https:/Iwww.facebook.com/goddardsbrewery/

Hale Common, Arreton, Sandown, Isle or Wight, PO36 OLT
01983 611011 - goddardsbrewery.com -
Part of the Powder Monkey Group

PODAR | ‘
icekE |9 RIPTIDE

3/ | g ﬁ|



https://goddardsbrewery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/goddardsbrewery/upcoming_hosted_events
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Island Brewery

Business as usual, for Island, now
stocking up for the summer festival
rounds, also, to cater for the rise in
popularity of the keg (craft) version
of Tennyson IPA. Putting it
through gas and cooling it down,
making it a craft beer, particularly
suits the super-bitter Simcoe hops.
If you find a keg and cask version
on at the same venue, try them
both to see the difference and how
you prefer it served — craft or cask.

There is a change of personnel at
the brewery. Tom has left to
become a full time fireman and
Mike has taken his place, to learn

afresh, wanting a change from
working at the likes of Gurit. He
seems to be settling in well, but
considering Tom'’s 10 years
experience, there is a little way to
go yet. | wish him well.

Talking with Ashley, despite the
business of the season, there is a
little slack on the bespoke beers
that they brew. Ashley was
wondering if there might be some
uptake on the Black IPA, especially
as quite a number of other
breweries seem to be offering it as
a seasonal beer. Talking of Island’s
bespoke beers, one of my
favourites, or should it be two of
my favourites were the marmalade

(Wightuwash

Telephone: 01983 821 731
Email: info@islandales.co.uk |
www.islandbrewery.co.uk

stays in the portfolio — as I'm sure | " .,
it will be.

Brewed in early April, Graham and
I (JS) visited Josh at the brewery
on the 15" April to see the first
cask filled and watch Graham spile
it.

-

Then the 24™ April was a special
day in The Volunteer, when the
resurrected Burts VPA recipe
emerged from the cellar. Locals
remember more than one
meaning of VPA — Ventnor Pale
Ale, Ventnor Premium Ale and
possibly other versions, but the
reproduction of a taste from the
past was a delight to enjoy. Our
host Graham Perks generously

offered a pint ‘on the house’ to
those making the effort to
venture south to this eclectic part
of the island.

Our thanks to Graham Perks and
all at Yates' for a splendid beer
and a very convivial evening

Rectiarnd Dakin & Yol Sectiiarc

Serving Wines, Spirits and a selection of Real Ales
from the home of brewing, Burton Upon Trent

Harry's Bar, The Royal Esplanade Hotel, Ryde, PO33 2ED



https://islandbrewery.co.uk/
https://islandbrewery.co.uk/
mailto:info@islandales.co.uk
https://www.royalesplanadehotel.co.uk/eating-drinking/harrys-bar-brasserie
https://www.nunwellhomefarm.co.uk/
https://www.royalesplanadehotel.co.uk/eating-drinking/harrys-bar-brasserie

VPA
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delightfully quaffable thirst-
quencher. - !
One problematic area was the | -
fabled spring water as there is no its !/i\ij e g
analysis of its profile to try and <@\
match to — with a town water .. P NS "I,
supply the analysis is available so A :

you can then add any salts ;
required to suit your need, but not
knowing the starting point to aim
for makes this impossible. The }
yeast then used is also not 7,
available, and would presumably
have adapted itself to the
equipment and environment at
Burts over generations, so the
Yates' yeast had to be used.

Y
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On reflection the resulting 3.8% € new pumpctip

brew was possibly slightly weaker
than the original and this may be

tweaked in the future if the beer
proves to be so popular that it

The Highdown Inn

Scenic, Country, Family Pub with Bed & Breakfast, specialising in local seafood

Dog Friendly, Family Friendly, Walker Friendly
"Muddy Boots Welcome"

of Real Ales
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beers, the porter and the strong
ale, both, if | remember, at 6%
ABV. Chris, who brewed them,
said it had to be 6% to carry the
marmalade, and | would agree
with him.

If you are looking for an
outstanding special beer to try, |
can recommend the Black IPA or
either of the marmalade beers.

When | visited the brewery, they
were just finishing off a brew of
RDA, runner up in the latest IW
Branch Beer of the Year. It is
amazing how popular this beer
remains, year on year, always first
or second in Beer of the Year.
Joking aside, this is very unusual
for dark beers, which, on the
whole, amongst the UK beer
drinking population, are not so
popular as lighter bitters, even
then, bitters with moderate
characteristics tend to be the
most popular choice. ‘Explain
that!" | suddenly pounced on
Steve Minshull, brewery owner,
who | have not seen for some
time.

Jumping out of his skin, Steve
spluttered ‘glad to see - to hear,
that you are getting better, John.’
Steve went on to explain that the
brilliance in RDA that makes it so
endurable, is that the flavour is in

the aftertaste, not
up front as in
many other
stouts and
strong beers,
which, very
soon, can
become an
assault on your
tastebuds
requiring some light
refreshment like a weak Belgian
sour fruit beer or properly
brewed ginger beer or the like.

BLO Island Brewery
& IW Branch Chairman

- R

The Smugglers

_; CAT. J#
';:

¢ A cosy underground hideaway |

Coffee, Ale & Treasure
Under One Roof

for local coffee and cakes,
P et
ales and wines — ¥ 4
surrounded by collectables

and nostalgia.



https://highdowninn.com/#Tablein
mailto:susan@highdowninn.com
mailto:susan@highdown.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61582846532741

Yates’ Brewery

As | arrived at the brewery to catch
up with the current news, a batch of
Plum Porter was just about to

head off for bottling. This will have
a slightly revised label with Josh's
name listed on the back label. The
next cask brew planned is Don’t
Look Back in Amber, which should
be in trade by late June. This time
the brew has the addition of a new
American hop, PINK ID158, the first
time this has been available in the
UK. Keg Beachcomber is now
available at the Chine and Ventnor's

-
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Met Bar and is proving popular.
There is also a new glass for
Beachcomber on its way, adding to
the range in the new style.

Continuing their drive towards
British and traditional ingredients,
Yates' is now using Isle of Wight
Barley as the base Pale, Extra Pale
and Lager malts for all of their
beers, with just necessary amounts
of speciality malts added to brews,
according to the needs of the
recipe.

Following the successful launch of
the recreated Burts VPA (see
elsewhere in this august journal),

VPA Page Twenty Seve@

Challenger, another renowned
British hop adding cedar and
green tea aroma and a little
lingering bitterness due to its
slightly higher alpha acid content.
All'in all a very well balanced and

Graham spiles the first cask of Yates’

Graham pulls the first pint
VPA under the watchful eye of Josh

THE Located at one of its highest points, The

(OIVER S
HAVE

As well as an ever-changing variely of real ales, beers and
Wines, we also serve a range of delicious pub dishes
INN With friendly staff and a cosy aimosphere, The Culver Haven [nn )

i the perfect place (o take the weightoffof jour feel—orpaws!

Culver Down, Sandown PO36 80T  (01983) 406107


https://yates-brewery.co.uk/
mailto:pub@wightlioniow.co.uk
https://whitelioniow.co.uk/
https://islandbrewery.co.uk/
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Yates’ Revive VPA

This spring Head Brewer, Josh
Davies, and the team at Yates’
launched their interpretation of the
legendary Burts VPA at Graham
Perks’ Volunteer Inn, Ventnor.

Over the winter months Josh had
spent many
happy hours
exploring
the pages of
the Burts
brewing
books from
the late 20C.
Talking to

drinkers with

The original pumpclip

fond memories of Burts beers the
popular choice for a recreation was
VPA and so it was to be.

Josh settled on a 1994 brew and
then selected current malts and
hops to match the profile of those
used 30 years ago. The malt bill
comprised Isle of Wight pale malt,
crystal malt (which provided the
caramel flavour consistent with
pale ale and bitter ale of the time)
and a tiny amount of black malt to
adjust the colour to a mid-brown.
Hops employed in the recipe were
East Kent Goldings, giving a fresh
and delicate floral, herbal and
slightly spicy aroma, and

esre THHE 1984
WATERFRONT

O,
R

The Waterfront Bar and Restaurant finds itself tucked in
the bay of Totland beach, sat upon the seawall, offering
undisturbed, panoramic views of the Western Solent
where it meets the Dorset Jurassic Coastline, as well as
stunning sunsets all year round!

Staff offer a friendly and warm welcome, whilst the
Kitchen use a wide variety of locally sourced produce to
deliver the best seasonal dishes, the island has to offer.
If you aren't sat in our Table Serviced Restaurant, you
could be enjoying the fresh sea air in the Beer Garden and
watch the skies turn from blue to sunset pink!

Locally Sourced Produce

Dog Friendly

- Unrivalled Views

o owea7eo63 @) www.eatbytneses.com

thoughts are turning to another

Burts recreation, perhaps a stout
or porter this time.

Josh continues to experiment with
the pilot plant and recently
Steven Wright, acclaimed
cellarman at the Duke of York in
Cowes, spent a day with him
creating an Altbier. There will be
just two firkins of this and they
are targeting June's ‘Beer Day
Britain’ for its arrival on the bar.

Josh is looking to recruit an
apprentice to train up in the
brewery. Once in place this may
mean more special one off brews

Brewery News
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as the pilot plant will be used for

training. Another member of staff
would also mean a bit more time
for Josh to explore new ideas and
experiment with the kit. We look

forward to see what evolves.

To round my visit off, as | left an
Isle of Wight Grain lorry
appeared, right on cue.

Best wishes from all at Yates' and
from me. Enjoy the summer with
fine cask ales in fine Island pubs

ety Sectiarnc

BLO, Yates’ Brewery



https://www.waterfrontiow.com/
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Wight Knuckle Brewery

After a busy May, Wight Knuckle
are well underway with
preparations for the hot summer
months and the vibrant goings on
that really bring the Island to life.

There’s been an amazing initial
reaction to the "33 Parishes” 100%

: Isle of Wight
Blonde Ale
which is
appearing in
bottles and on
taps all across
the Island. The
response has
been so

positive and not only do people
love the beer, but it is doing its
job of drawing people’s attention
to the Isle of Wight as a UNESCO
recognised Biosphere Reserve and
highlighting some of the amazing
grains and hops we produce.

Moving forwards, the brewers
have been thinking about what
would be a delicious beer to see
our drinkers into the summer. So
without further ado, we give you
Table (3.2%) our deliciously juicy,
table strength, session pale ale,
bursting with citrus and grapefruit.
It's refreshing, easy drinking and
so moreish with a lower ABV so
you can enjoy a few of these in

——= BREWERY
ISLE OF WIGHT

CRAFTED ON THE
ISLE OF WIGHT

Shop online or with our stockists

wightknucklebrewery.com
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" Balance Whecﬂ

to drifting. Hooke demonstrated
that a balance wheel regulated by a
spring could maintain a steady
oscillation, giving timepieces a
consistent rhythm. This
development laid the foundation for
modern mechanical timekeeping
and had far-reaching effects on
navigation and scientific
measurement. A dispute later arose
with the Dutch scientist Christiaan
Huygens, who published a similar
design, but evidence suggests
Hooke had demonstrated the
principle earlier.

Hooke's diaries record a life rich
with melodrama and eccentricity.
He came to London as a fatherless
boy of thirteen to seek his fortune
as a painter, rising by his wits to
become an intellectual celebrity. He
never married but formed a
long-running illicit liaison with his
niece. A dandy, boaster, workaholic,
insomniac, and inveterate socialiser
in London’s fashionable circles,

Hooke's irascible temper and
passionate idealism proved fatal for
his relationships with men of
influence — most notably Sir Isaac
Newton, who, after one violent row,
wiped Hooke's name from the Royal
Society records and destroyed his
portrait.

Despite his flaws, Hooke's brilliance
was undeniable. From the
Monument's design to the
mechanism inside a watch — and
even the experiments behind Boyle's
Law — his ideas continue to shape
the modern world, securing his
place as the Isle of Wight's most
remarkable and overlooked pioneer.

WHEATSHEAF

a4 g
iy ST

Craft beers and ales

Great food

Quirky surroundings

To book 01983 638 359

Beer tasting room

Beer flights

Over 40 craft beers

The Wheatsheaf Inn, Bridge Road, Yarmouth, Isle of Wight PO4 | OPH

www.wheatsheafyarmouth .co.uk



https://www.wightknucklebrewery.com/
https://www.wightknucklebrewery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/yarmouthisleofwight/?locale=en_GB
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After the Great Fire of London,
Hooke worked closely with Sir
Christopher Wren on rebuilding the
city. Among their most recognisable

achievements is the Monument
near London Bridge. Hooke played
a major role in its design and,
characteristically, saw an opportunity
to combine architecture with
scientific inquiry. He intended the
Monument's hollow central shaft to
function as a giant vertical telescope,
allowing measurements of the
Earth’'s movement — an ambitious
idea reflecting the breadth of his
thinking.

One of Hooke's most significant
innovations was the balance spring,
a small coiled spring that
transformed the accuracy of pocket
watches. Before its introduction,
watches were unreliable and prone

The Star
Coffee & Ale House

High Street, Ryde
We’re in the Good Beer Guide 2026

Great British Pub Awards 2025
Finalist

Craft range of drinks on draught
and in cans

Hot and cold food available
until 8pm Mon -Sat

CAMRA Vouchers accepted.

Follow us on FaceBook
https://www.facebook.com/

(Wightuwash
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the glorious sunshine and it
seems to be very on trend with
the market heading towards
smaller percentages, with people
chasing flavour over alcohol
content.

It'll be heading out islandwide so
make sure to track it down and
see just how nice it really is!

BREWERY
TABLE

PRURLCY. PALE ALE
3.2% ABV

If you need to know any more
about us and what we do, please
find us at
wightknucklebrewery.com or
check us out on socials. Have an
amazing summer and we’'ll see
you at the taps.

Team Weght Ruuckle

—THE

TRAVELLER’S
JOY

HOME COOKED FOOD - REAL ALES - BEER GARDEN
FREE HOUSE
OPEN MIC - QUIZ NIGHT - PLAY AREA - DOGS WELCOME

- = ' F - ; g
L [
.v',. 5 = N
ar” = .

Open daily from 12pm
Food Served: Wed & Thu 12-2pm & 5-8pm: Fri & Sat 12-8pm: Sun 12-5pm
For updates, offers & events please visit: www.thetravellersjoy-iow.co.uk
85 Pallance Road, Northwood. PO31 8LS. TEL: 01983 298024



https://www.facebook.com/StarCoffeeAle/?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/solentryde/?locale=en_GB
https://www.thetravellersjoy-iow.co.uk/
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Savour your Mermaid moment.

Handcrafted island spirits
with a hint of sea air.

ISLEOFWIGHTDISTILLERY.COM

e s MER

ENJOY MERMAID RESPONSISLY ISLE OF WIGH
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Sir Robert Hooke
The Isle of Wight’s Overlooked Genius

Sir Robert Hooke, born in
Freshwater in 1635, remains one of
the most versatile and inventive
figures in British scientific history.
Although often overshadowed by
more famous contemporaries, his
contributions shaped fields as
varied as architecture, physics,
microscopy, and timekeeping.

Before his rise to prominence in
London, Hooke worked closely
with the chemist Robert Boyle at
Oxford. He designed and built the
improved air-pump that allowed
Boyle to conduct the experiments
on the “spring of the air” from
which Boyle’s Law was later
derived. Much of the painstaking
experimental work was carried out

¢ Hooke's Air Pump

by Hooke himself, and without his
mechanical ingenuity the discovery
would not have been possible.
Their collaboration marked the
beginning of Hooke's long career
at the heart of English science.

He was the first Curator of
Experiments at the Royal
Society, and author and illustrator
of Micrographia, a lavishly
illustrated volume of engravings
showing natural phenomena as

L 0, Some Phyrikogical Discurrions |
Of MINUTE BODIES -
Made by Magnifying Glasses. 5 9

— With = :

seen under the new microscope.
Hooke was also a virtuoso
performer of public anatomical
dissections and reputedly kept
himself going with liberal doses of
cannabis and poppy water
(laudanum).


https://isleofwightdistillery.com/
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Obituary - Emrhys George Barrell 1948-2026

Emrhys Barrell will be remembered across the
boating, beer and classic-car communities as a
true innovator. A qualified naval architect, he
managed boatyards building craft for
international sailing and powerboat races, and
also designed and built boats of his own. He
was an early pioneer of electric propulsion for
small craft, canal boats and riverboats. As editor
of several powerboat and canal magazines, he
tested boats and equipment with a rare mix of
rigour, experience and enthusiasm.

Many will know him best for his early

involvement in the Campaign for Real Ale. As chair of

the Isle of Wight Branch, he helped organise successful beer festivals
and played a key role in promoting real ale in island pubs. More than
once he personally sourced and installed handpumps to keep real ale
available when breweries were reluctant to support it. Several pubs owe
their survival, at least in part, to his efforts.

His love of canals and narrowboats blended naturally with his interest in
pubs, and many memorable holidays combined the two. Later, when he
developed a passion for classic cars — especially his much-loved
Triumph Stag — he brought the same energy and curiosity, quickly
earning the respect of a new circle of friends.

Whatever Emrhys turned his hand
to, he did so wholeheartedly. Even
when plans went awry, his good
humour, loyalty and generosity
shone through. Full of ideas and
always ready to share credit, he
was a valued friend to many.

He will be greatly missed by his
family and all who knew him.

W104.6 6 ONLINE

SUPPORTING THE LOCRL CONMUNITY

Nick Ward

R e ) (Wightwash  Distillery News  Paelifteen)

Isle of Wight Distillery, Home of Mermaid Gin, were delighted to
announce that its signature Mermaid Gin has been awarded Silver at
the prestigious Farm Shop & Deli Awards 2026.

The Island-made gin, distinguished by its smooth profile and locally
foraged rock samphire, was recognised at one of the UK's most
respected independent retail awards - a celebration of the very best
products championed by farm shops and delis across the country.

Judges hailed it as "a fabulous product” that "shouts premium,"
praising the way it combines "the minerality of the sea with wild
foraged botanicals" and its "smooth" taste with "wonderful herbaceous
notes." The packaging, they added, "feels boutique" and perfectly
captures its Island origins.

Seafront Pints & Proper Pub Atmo

Real Ales - Unmissable Entertammen;c,,,Spectaculal Settmg

? e, S

THE STEAMER INN, ESPLANADE, SHANKLIN, PO37 6BS | 01983 862641 | THESTEAMER.CO.UK


https://isleofwightdistillery.com/
mailto:info@thebirdhambembridge.co.uk
https://bargemansrest.com/
https://thebirdhambembridge.co.uk/
mailto:info@thebirdhambembridge.co.uk
https://www.vectisradio.com/
https://www.thetravellersjoy-iow.co.uk/
https://thesteamer.co.uk/
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The Wheatsheaf, Brading and fraud. It banned adulterated
foreign hops mixed with sand,
twigs and powder, protecting
both English merchants and
drinkers.

Gary Bird has been on the Isle of Wight for
seven years, while Elaine Woodall made the
move just over a year ago. Both work in the
construction industry, and it was at the

Wheatsheaf in Brading that they first met and {{#
later got engaged. '

So from the Assize of Bread and
Ale Act 1267, through Richardl's

. " y: J Alehouse Sign Act 1393, to the
Just a week before their engagement party, Hop Act 1603, the law has spent
the pub closed. After some careful calculations, they decided to buy it centuries makihg sure we get

themselves. The Wheatsheaf reopened last November, and since then, decent beer in decent pubs. I'l

Gary and Elaine have been busy giving it a fresh new look inside and out. drink to that!
There's still a little work to finish in the garden before the full summer Paul Wmféawaq aka The Pubwright
season starts. It will soon feature a covered area, a lawn, extra seating, N.B. Anyone wishing to take on the
benches and even a full-size table-tennis table. The full version of this article can be found at | role of Ale Taster should apply in
. . . https://wightwash.org.uk/alelaws.php writing to: HRH Charles TII c¢/o The
The Wheatsheaf is a free house, serving regular ales Vectis Venom and St Royal Household, Buckingham
Austell Tribute, plus a rotating guest — currently Millie George from the Palace SW1A 1AA
Pennine Brewery. _ — — |\ i ——
Eat - Drink - Stay

(Jc|clﬂ':uing over one hundred years as the premier hotel in Hcml\ridgc. I'he THE

Birdham Horel & Rescaurant is the epicome of Edwardian elegance, modern ' 72

luxury and culinary creariviry. KoTELE

RESTAUNANT

We invite you to join us and add your visit to che rich tapestry of the Birdham ¥
Hotel & Restaurant. Located wichin the heart of the village. the hotel is perfectly . \;\
connected to major travel roures around che Island. o

* Locally sourced produce

* Extensive events and conference spaces

* 14 Stunning ensuite bedrooms

* g superb garden suites

¢ Licensed for Civil Ceremonies
¢ Breakfast Daily 9 - 11 am
* Lunch 12 - 2.30 pm & Dinner 530 - 8.30 pm daily

LR SUNDAY CARVERY
* Sunday Carvery from midday C HEQUERS EVERY SUNDAY FROM 12PM 01983 840314

A FAMILY FRIENDLY

& www.chequersinn-iow.co.uk

01983 872 840 ® infoachequersinn-iow.co.uk

WIGHT PUBS - 1 Steyme Rosd, Bembridgs Pojs suh The Chequers Inn, Niton Rd, Rookley, PO38 3NZ
HOTELS & EVENTS bhu“m' ]rilg:.cu.uk



https://isleofwightdistillery.com/?
https://thebirdhambembridge.co.uk/
https://whitelioniow.co.uk/
mailto:pub@whitelioniow.co.uk
https://chequersinn-iow.co.uk/
mailto:info@chequersinn-iow.co.uk
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today. Even William Shakespeare’s
father, John, served as Ale Taster for
Stratford-upon-Avon in 1556. The
tradition continues in Alcester,
Warwickshire, where the modern

FISHERMAN’S
COTTAGE/INN"

Ale Taster still visits each pub to
certify its beer.

The importance of ale extended
beyond taste. In 1854, DrJohn
Snow's investigation into London’s
cholera outbreak revealed that
workers at the Huggins Brewery,
who drank only beer, escaped
infection — proof that ale was often
safer than the local water supply.

By the early seventeenth century,
hops had become central to
brewing, but not without problems.
Poor-quality imports led to the
Hop Actof 1603, introduced under
James| to prevent contamination

Nestled beneath Shanklin Chine and located on

Visif our ‘pub on the beach’,
Fisherman’s Cottage Inn...

[' N e s

2026 Pub Openmg Tlmes -

S o =10am ‘til late 3
= 13th Eebruary(Thursday s Sunday)
25Lh March (7 days a week)

M 1 P

IS 4,_‘—-"

the beach at the end of Shanklin Esplanade, the
Fisherman's Cottage Inn is the perfect spot for

lunch or dinner.

To book a table

‘ontact bookings@shanklinchine.co.uk

Shanklin Esplanade, PO37 6BN | 01983 863882 | fishermanscottageinn.co.uk | Follow us on [l
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Live music is a big part of the pub’s programme, with an eclectic mix
ranging from ska and punk to rhythm and blues. A monthly rock 'n’
roll and jive night has become a favourite.

Gary and Elaine are also looking forward to getting the darts and pool
teams together for the coming season.

Two extra TVs are being installed in time for the World Cup, with
coverage from TNT Sports.

Gary and Elaine are getting married on 29th July. The reception will be
at the Wheatsheaf, of course. All are welcome!

01983 719402
The White Lion, High Street,
Niton, PO38 2AT

WHITE LION

NITON @ pubawhitelieniow.co.uk

@ wwwwhitelioniow.co.uk


https://shanklinchine.co.uk/fishermans-cottage/
https://shanklinchine.co.uk/fishermans-cottage/
https://whitelioniow.co.uk/
mailto:pub@whitelioniow.co.uk

(qudwad» Ale and the Law  Page Eighteen)

Ale (and Bread) and the Jaw

In days gone by (well, medieval
times) bread and ale were
absolute necessities for daily life.

provide calories for those whose
days were spent in hard labour.
Clean water was scarce, so ale was

Bread goes without saying, but ale the safer choice. But it wasn't beer
was needed to quench thirst and

as we know it today. Ale was
brewed from malted grain, water
and yeast, often flavoured with
herbs gathered locally. Hops,
which lend beer its bitterness and
help preserve it, didn't arrive in
England until the fifteenth century.

Because these two essentials were
so vital, KingHenry Il introduced
the Assize of Bread and Ale Act
in 1267. This law linked the price

+ Regular 6 gravity fed cask ales

+ Selection of international bottled beers

= Traditional & local ciders

+ LONKERO on tap - Finnish gin and grapefruit

* Fully stocked Wines and Spirits (elel)

+ TV showing major sporting events BEER

* Regular Ale Festival coach trips GUI0E

» Proud supporters of CAMRA, Local Breweries and ¢
island based suppliers

The Alo House, High Street Cowes. Find us on Facebook ar scan the QR code for up 1o date beer list
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of bread and ale to the cost of
wheat and barley, ensuring that
when grain prices rose or fell, so
too did the price of the finished
goods. It was an early form of
consumer protection — a medieval
price-control system designed to
keep everyone fed and watered.

Quality mattered as much as price.
Each town’s CourtLeet, a local
manorial court, appointed an

Ale Taster (or Ale Conner) to test
every new brew. To make his job
easier, Richard Il introduced the
Alehouse Sign Act of 1393,
requiring every alehouse to display
a sign so the Ale Taster could easily

identify where ale was being sold.
At a time when most people were
illiterate, pictorial signs were
essential. Failure to hang a sign
meant
forfeiting one’s
alea
remarkably
practical way
to regulate
quality and
maintain
standards. The
first Ale Taster
in London was
appointed in 1377, and remarkably,
four are still appointed there

A ‘PROPER’ TRADITIONAL & SOCIABLE PUB

(WE DON'T SE

VOTED 2"¢
BEST PUB
2022
2023

2024
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CASTLEINN

< 7 SANDOWN - ISLE or WIGHT ~ —
: e e T

VE FOOD)

- SUPERB
DECOR -
ESPECIALLY
HALLOWEEN
&

. < CHRISTMAS

4

1284 FITZROY:St. -

SANDOWNSFINEST, ALES
WITH UP.TO.6'ALES{&,;1.CRAFT ALE

TEL: 01983 403169 —=

= f Thecastleinn-sandown

—_- =


https://wightwhisky.com/
https://wightwhisky.com/
https://www.facebook.com/p/The-Ale-House-100057435438614/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Wight-Whisky-61559053565401/?locale=en_GB
https://wightwhisky.com/
https://www.facebook.com/castle.sandown/?locale=en_GB

